
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, WA 98101-3140 

OFFICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

March 18, 2013 

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

A. Charles Steinwandel, President 
Ross Island Sand & Gravel Co. 
K.F. Jacobsen & Company, Inc. 
4315 SE McLoughlin Blvd. 
Portland, Oregon 97202 

Re: General Notice Letter for the Portland Harbor Superfund Site in Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Steinwandel: 

Under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, commonly 
known as the federal "Superfund" law, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is responsible for 
responding to the release or threat of release of hazardous substances, pollutants or contaminants into the 
environment - that is, for stopping further contamination from occurring and for cleaning up or 
otherwise addressing any contamination that has already occurred. The EPA has documented that such a 
release has occurred at the Portland Harbor Superfund Site located in Portland, Oregon. The EPA has 
spent, or is considering spending, public funds to investigate and control releases of hazardous 
substances or potential releases of hazardous substances at the Site. Other parties have spent and are 
spending funds to conduct a remedial investigation and feasibility study. Based on information presently 
available to the EPA, we have determined that Ross Island Sand & Gravel Co. and K.F. Jacbonsen & 
Co., Inc. may be responsible under CERCLA for cleanup of the Site or costs the EPA and others have 
incurred in cleaning up the Site. 

Explanation of Potential Liability 

Under Sections 106(a) and 107(a) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9606(a) and 9607(a), a Potentially 
Responsible Party or parties may be required to perform response actions deemed necessary by the EPA 
to protect the public health, welfare, or the environment, and may be responsible for the costs incurred 
by the government in responding to any release or threatened release at the Site. Such actions and costs 
may include, but are not limited to, a preliminary assessment and site investigation in order to gain an 
understanding of any risks posed by releases or threatened releases for the Site to human health and the 
environment, conducting a removal response action at the Site, expenditures for conducting a Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study, conducting a Remedial Design/Remedial Action, and other 
investigation, planning, response, oversight, and enforcement activities. In addition, PRPs may be 
required to pay for damages to, destruction of, or loss of natural resources, including the costs of 
assessing such damages. 

The EPA has evaluated information in connection with the investigation of the Site performed to date 
and believes that Ross Island Sand & Gravel Co. and K.F. Jacbonsen & Co., Inc. may be a PRP with 
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respect to this Site. PRPs under C E R C L A include current owners or operators of the Site; former owners 
or operators of the Site at the time of disposal of any hazardous substances; persons who arranged for 
disposal, treatment or transport of hazardous substances at the Site; or persons who accepted hazardous 
substances for transport to the Site. Specifically, the EPA has reason to believe that hazardous 
substances have been or are being released from the facility located at 120S North River Street in 
Portland, Oregon, into the "study area" for the Portland Harbor Superfund Site, which is River Mile 2 to 
River Mile 12. 

To date, the EPA and other parties have taken several response actions at the Site under the authority of 
the Superfund Program. Below is a brief description of some of the actions taken at the Site: 

• A\ Preliminary Assessment and Site Investigation in order to gain a basic understanding 
of any risks posed to human health and/or the environment by releases or threatened 
releases from the Site. 

• A Remedial Investigation to identify the Site characteristics and to define the nature and 
extent of soil, air, surface water, and groundwater contamination at the Site and the risks 
posed by the Site. 

• A Feasibility Study to evaluate different cleanup options for the Site. 

Information to Assist You 

The EPA would like to encourage communication between you, other PRPs, and EPA at the Site. To 
assist you in your efforts to communicate, we have attached a list of names and addresses of PRPs 
identified to date for the Site. Additionally, the EPA has an internet website for the Portland Harbor 
Superfund Site at: 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/CLEANUP.NSF/sites/ptldliarbor. 

The EPA is encouraging PRPs to convene a mediated allocation process. Through such a process PRPs 
work together to allocate the cleanup costs and work through intra-party issues to prepare for future 
negotiations with the EPA for performance of the cleanup and reimbursement of response costs after the 
EPA has issued its Record of Decision for the Portland Harbor Superfund Site. A comprehensive 
settlement for performance of all work and reimbursement of response costs will avoid litigation and 
significant transaction costs to you and your company. A group of PRPs have formed a convening group 
to start this effort. Below is a contact person for the Convening Group: 



Bruce White 
Barnes & Thornburg LLP 
One North Wacker Drive 
Suite 4400 
Chicago, IL 60606-2833 
(312)214-4584 
Bruce.White@btlaw.com 

As you may be aware, on January 1 1, 2002, President Bush signed into law the Superfund Small 
Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act. This Act contains several exemptions and 
defenses to CERCLA liability, which we suggest that all parties evaluate. You may obtain a copy of the 
law via the Internet at http://www.epa.gov/swerosps/ bf7sblrbra.htm and review the EPA guidances 
regarding these exemptions at http://www.epa.gov/ compliance/resources/policies/cleanup. 

The EPA has created a number of helpful resources for small businesses and established the National 
Compliance Assistance Clearinghouse as well as Compliance Assistance Centers which offer various 
forms of resources to small businesses. You may inquire about these resources at http://www.epa.gov. In 
addition, the EPA Small Business Ombudsman may be contacted at http://www.epa.gov/sbo. Finally, 
the EPA developed a fact sheet about the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act 
(SBREFA), which is enclosed with this letter. 

Please give these matters your immediate attention and consider consulting with an attorney. If you have 
any technical questions regarding the Portland Harbor Superfund Site, you may contact Kristine K.och, 
Remedial Project Manager, at (206) 553-6705. If you have legal questions about this letter, please 
contact Lori Houck Cora, Assistant Regional Counsel at (206) 553-11 15. Thank you for your prompt 
attention to this matter. 

Resources and Information for Small Businesses 

Sincerely, 

Cami Grandinetti 
Program Manager 
Remedial Cleanup Program 
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United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (2201 A) 
EPA 300-F-07-003 October 2007 

Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance 

INFORMATION S H E E T 

U. S . E P A Smal l B u s i n e s s R e s o u r c e s 

If you own a small business, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offers 
a variety of compliance assistance resources such as workshops, training sessions, hotlines, 

websites, and guides to assist you in complying with federal and state environmental laws. These 
resources can help you understand your environmental obligations, improve compliance, and find cost-
effective ways to comply through the use of pollution prevention and other innovative technologies. 

Compl iance Ass is tance Centers 
(www.assistancecenters.net) 
In partnership with industry, universities, and other federal 
and state agencies, EPA has established Compliance 
Assistance Centers that provide information targeted to 
industries with many small businesses. 

Agriculture 
(www.epa.gov/agriculture or 1-888-663-2155) 

Automotive Recycling Industry 
(www.ecarcenter.org) 

Automotive Service and Repair 
(www.ccar-greenlink.org or 1-888-GRN-LINK) 

Chemical industry 
(www.chemalliance.org) 

Construction Industry 
(www.cicacenter.org or 1-734-995-4911) 

Education 
(www.campuserc.org) 

Healthcare Industry 
(www.hercenter.org or 1-734-995-4911) 

Metal Finishing 
(www.nmfrc.org or 1-734-995-4911) 

Paints and Coatings 
(www.paintcenter.org or 1-734-995-4911) 

Printed Wiring Board Manufacturing 
(www.pwbrc.org or 1-734-995-4911) 

Printing 
(www.pneac.org or 1-888-USPNEAC) 

Transportation Industry 
(www.transource.org) 

Tribal Governments and Indian Country 
(www.epa.gov/tribal/compliance or 202-564-2516) 

US Border Environmental Issues 
(www.bordercenter.org or 1-734-995-4911) 

The Centers also provide State Resource Locators 
(www.envcap.org/statetools/index.cfm) for a wide range of 
topics to help you find important environmental compliance 
information specific to your state. 

EPA Websites 
EPA has several Internet sites that provide useful compli­
ance assistance information and materials for small 
businesses. If you don't have access to the Internet at 
your business, many public libraries provide access to the 
Internet at minimal or no cost. 

EPA's Home Page 
www.epa.gov 

Small Business Gateway 
www.epa.gov/smallbusiness 

Compliance Assistance Home Page 
www.epa.gov/compliance/assistance 

Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance 
www.epa.gov/compliance 

Voluntary Partnership Programs 
www.epa.gov/partners 

Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance: http://www.epa.gov/compliance 
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U . S . E P A S M A L L B U S I N E S S R E S O U R C E S 

Hot l i nes , H e l p l i n e s & C l e a r i n g h o u s e s 
(vvww.epa.gov/epahome/hotline.htm) 
EPA sponsors many free hotlines and clearinghouses that 
provide convenient assistance regarding environmental 
requirements. A few examples are listed below: 

Clean Air Technology Center 
(www.epa.gov/ttn/catc or 1-919-541-0800) 

Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act 
(www.epa.gov/superfund/resources/infocenter/epcra.htm or 
1-800-424-9346) 

EPA's Small Business Ombudsman Hotline provides 
regulatory and technical assistance information. 
(www.epa.gov/sbo or 1-800-368-5888) 

The National Environmental Compliance Assistance 
Clearinghouse provides quick access to compliance assis­
tance tools, contacts, and planned activities from the U.S. 
EPA, states, and other compliance assistance providers 
(www.epa.gov/clearinghouse) 

National Response Center to report oil and hazardous 
substance spills. 
(www.nrc.uscg.mil or 1-800-424-8802) 

Pollution Prevention Information Clearinghouse 
(www.epa.gov/opptintr/ppic or 1-202-566-0799) 

Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
(www.epa.gov/safewater/hotline/index.html or 1-800-426-4791) 

Stratospheric Ozone Refrigerants Information 
(www.epa.gov/ozone or 1-800-296-1996) 

Toxics Assistance Information Service also includes asbestos 
inquiries. 
(1-202-554-1404) 

Wetlands Helpline 
(www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/wetline.html or 1-800-832-7828) 

S t a t e A g e n c i e s 
Many state agencies have established compliance assis­
tance programs that provide on-site and other types of 
assistance. Contact your local state environmental agency 
for more information or the following two resources: 

EPA's Small Business Ombudsman 
(www.epa.gov/sbo or 1-800-368-5888) 

Small Business Environmental Homepage 
(www.smallbiz-enviroweb.org or 1-724-452-4722) 

C o m p l i a n c e Incen t i ves 
EPA provides incentives for environmental compliance. By 
participating in compliance assistance programs or 
voluntarily disclosing and promptly correcting violations 
before an enforcement action has been initiated, 

businesses may be eligible for penalty waivers or reductions. 
EPA has two policies that potentially apply to small 
businesses: 

The Small Business Compliance Policy 
(www.epa.gov/compliance/incentives/smallbusiness) 

Audit Policy 
(www.epa.gov/compliance/incentives/auditing) 

C o m m e n t i n g on F ede ra l E n f o r c e m e n t 
A c t i o n s and C o m p l i a n c e A c t i v i t i e s 
The Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act 
(SBREFA) established an SBA Ombudsman and 10 Regional 
Fairness Boards to receive comments from small businesses 
about federal agency enforcement actions. If you believe that 
you fall within the Small Business Administration's definition 
of a small business (based on your North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS) designation, number of 
employees, or annual receipts, defined at 13 C F R . 121.201; 
in most cases, this means a business with 500 or fewer 
employees), and wish to comment on federal enforcement 
and compliance activities, call the SBREFA Ombudsman's 
toll-free number at 1 -888-REG-FAIR (1 -888-734-3247). 

Every small business that is the subject of an enforcement 
or compliance action is entitled to comment on the 
Agency's actions without fear of retaliation. EPA 
employees are prohibited from using enforcement or any 
other means of retaliation against any member of the 
regulated community in response to comments made under 
SBREFA. 

Your Duty to C o m p l y 
If you receive compliance assistance or submit comments 
to the SBREFA Ombudsman or Regional Fairness Boards, 
you still have the duty to comply with the law, including 
providing timely responses to EPA information requests, 
administrative or civil complaints, other enforcement 
actions or communications. The assistance information 
and comment processes do not give you any new rights or 
defenses in any enforcement action. These processes 
also do not affect EPA's obligation to protect public health 
or the environment under any of the environmental statutes 
it enforces, including the right to take emergency remedial 
or emergency response actions when appropriate. Those 
decisions will be based on the facts in each situation. The 
SBREFA Ombudsman and Fairness Boards do not 
participate in resolving EPA's enforcement actions. Also, 
remember that to preserve your rights, you need to comply 
with all rules governing the enforcement process. 

EPA is disseminating this information to you 
without making a determination that your business 
or organization is a small business as defined by 
Section 222 of the Small Business Regulatory-
Enforcement Fairness Act or related provisions. 
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SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

Complete items 1,2, and 3. Also complete 
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. 
Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that we can return the card to you. 
Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece, 
or on the front if space permits. 

1. Article Addressed to: 

A. Chartes Steinwandel, President 
Ross Island Sand & Gravel Co. 
K.F. Jacobsen & Company, Inc. 
4315 SE McLoughlin Blvd. 
Portland, Oregon 97202 

i. Is deliver̂  atfcJress different ft^mllBrn 1 ? • Yes 
^stcc defiven^adressSsSbyvX n No 

4 MAR 22 2013)1 

a 

Mail 

• Insured Mail 

• Return Receipt for Merchandise 
• C.O.D. 

4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) • Yes 

2. Article Number 
(Transfer from service label) 7D1E 1D1D D.003 2flflD 773D 

PS Form 3 8 1 1 , February 2004 Domestic Return Receipt 102595-02-M-1540 



UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE First-Class Mail 
Postage & Fees Paid 
USPS 
Permit No. G-10 

• Sender: Please print your name, address, and ZIP+4 in this box • 

Kristine Koch 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 
Seattle, Washington 98101 
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U.S. Postal Service™ 
CERTIFIED MAIL™ RECEIPT 
(Domestic Mail Only; No Insurance Coverage Provided) 

Certified Fee 

Return Receipt Fee 
(Endorsement Required) 

Restricted Delivery Fee 
(Endorsement Required) 

A. Charles Steinwandel, President 
Ross Island Sand & Gravel Co. 
K. F. Jacobsen & Company, Inc. 
43415 SE McLoughlin Blvd 
Portland, Oregon 97202 

Postmark 
Here 

PS Form 3800, August 2006 See Reverse for Instructions 



Certified Mail Provides: 
• A mailing receipt 
• A unique identifier for your mailpiece 
• A record of delivery kept by the Postal Service for two years 

Important Reminders: 
• Certified Mail may ONLY be combined with First-Class Mail® or Priority Mail®. 
• Certified Mail is not available for any class of international mail. 
• NO INSURANCE COVERAGE IS PROVIDED with Certified Mail. For 

valuables, please consider Insured or Registered Mail. 
• For an additional fee, a Return Receipt may be requested to provide proof of 

delivery. To obtain Return Receipt service, please complete and attach a Return 
Receipt (PS Form 3811) to the article and add applicable postage to cover the 
fee. Endorse mailpiece "Return Receipt Requested". To receive a fee waiver for 
a duplicate return receipt, a USPS® postmark on your Certified Mail receipt is 
required. 

• For an additional fee, delivery may be restricted to the addressee or 
addressee's authorized agent. Advise the clerk or mark the mailpiece with the 
endorsement "RestrictedVelivery". 

• If a postmark on the Certified Mail receipt is desired, please present the arti­
cle at the post office for postmarking. If a postmark on the Certified Mail 
receipt is not needed, detach and affix label with postage and mail. 

IMPORTANT: Save this receipt and present it when making an inquiry. 
PS Form 3800, August 2006 (Reverse) PSN 7530-02-000-9047 


